20.  “THE RESTORATION”
Section V:
THE PLAN REINFORCED
Biblical Basis:
Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai and Zachariah
Objective:
That class members be able to describe the restoration and reconstruction 
following Judah’s captivity.
INTRODUCTION

For seventy long years the Jewish people had endured the pain of exile and captivity.  Disillusioned and fearful, the people of Judah had been held captive in a strange land.  But through the messages of hope and encouragement by God’s prophets, the Jewish people learned how to survive the captivity and retain their unique identity.

Finally the promised proclamation was announced by Cyrus of Persia.  The captives were permitted to return to their homeland.  For some, it was a critical time of decision as they had become so rooted in this foreign soil that they had no desire to return.  Yet, there was a “remnant” who took hold of the hope set forth by the prophets and ventured out to reclaim their homeland once again.

In today’s lesson we will consider how the restoration came about, the effects of captivity on the people, and how the people were encouraged to continue in face of some harsh realities.

I.  THE EFFECTS OF CAPTIVITY

A.
The impact of Judah’s collapse.


1.
The collapse of the state signaled a major disruption in the life of Israel.  Once again 



read II Kings 25:8-21 and II Chronicles 36:17-21 and describe in your own words the 



critical impact of exile on the people.


2.
Isaiah 40 – 66 spoke hope to the people in exile.  But the prophet spoke of more than 



merely a national glory of Israel.  Instead, what invitation is extended to the non-Jew 



in Isaiah 45:20-24; 56:6-8?


3.
Also due to the exile, Judah began to disassociate the Kingdom of God from its 



present political Kingdom.  Many Jewish rabbis began to look for something more 



spiritual and enduring than the state.  Note Daniel’s vision in 7:9-14.  Who does 



Daniel begin looking for?


B.
The exile developed new forms and religious emphasis.


Because of the exile, Israel’s faith had to go beyond the external forms.



1.
With the temple destroyed, the Jews clung to their faith and identity by developing 



synagogues.  They were viewed as a temporary tabernacle in a foreign land.  





(Jer 3:15-16)  How could this statement in Isaiah 43:18-21 help the Jew in exile?


2.
To what great failure did the prophets point as the cause of Judah’s downfall?  



(Jer 6:19; 9:9; Is 1:10-17)


3.
It was the “uniting factors” which continued to hold the Jew together throughout the 



period of exile.  Review and list the uniting factors from lesson six.

II.
THE EVENTS THAT LED TO RELEASE
It was Babylon that took Judah into captivity.  Under Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon was in its glory.  After his death in 562 BC instability resulted.  Other nations grew in power.  Media grew in strength as well as Persia.  When Cyrus of Persia conquered the Medes – he began to threaten Babylon.  It fell in 539 BC.

A.
Cyrus, the Persian, destroys Babylon.


1.
Cyrus was unique in how he kept the peace in conquered lands.  The Babylonians and 


Assyrians up-rooted people and dispossessed them.  Cyrus, however, allowed the 



people to keep as much of their own culture as possible.  The people remained more 



content.


2.
Cyrus issues the “Edict of Restoration.”



a.
To what did Ezra attribute Cyrus’ decree to allow the Jews to return home?  





(Ezra 1:1-4)



b.
What else did Cyrus do that raised the enthusiasm of the people in their quest to 




return?  (Ezra 1:5-11)


3.
Some harsh realities.



Many thousands of Jews refused to return.  They were established in their homes and 



businesses and did not cherish the thought of returning to a devastated land.



The journey was extremely difficult.



The conditions in their homeland were most discouraging.  In spite of the difficult 



circumstances, some 50,000 Jews returned, only to find thorns and thistles choking 



the once fertile land.



The new inhabitants of the land did not welcome them.
III.  THE BEGINNING OF THE RESTORATION

A.
Reconstruction of the temple begins.


1.
Who led the return of the exiles?  (Ezra 1:11)


2.
Seven months later, under the leadership of Jeshua and Zerrubbabel, steps were taken 



toward the rebuilding of the temple.  (Ezra 3:1-7)



3.
What issue arose that caused opposition to the reconstruction of the temple?  



(Ezra 4:1-5, 23-24; II Ki 17:24)  


4.
How was this obstacle finally put to rest?  (Ezra 5:17 – 6:12)

B.
Reconstruction of Jerusalem’s walls begin.


1.
Who was the person instrumental in causing the walls of Jerusalem to be rebuilt and 



what motivated him?  (Neh 1)


2.
What opposition did Nehemiah face when he tried to rebuild the walls?  




(Neh 4:1-2,7-8)


3.
Determination and excellent organization kept the people working.  How long did it 



finally take for the walls to be completed after construction began?  (Neh 6:15)
IV.
  THE ENCOURAGEMENT BY MEN OF GOD

A.
Two prophets stir the commitment to re-build the temple.



1. 
Haggai:  His aim was to arouse the people to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.  His 



message dealt with the excuses that people still use today for failing to do God’s 



work.  What were they?




a.
Hag 1:2




b.
Hag 2:2-3




c.
Hag 2:10-19




d.
Hag 2:20-23



2.
Zechariah:  His purpose was to inspire a discouraged people to be faithful to God.  He 


gave great attention to the eventual spiritual glory of God’s Kingdom.  Chapters 9 – 



14 speak of God’s ultimate victory and contain many messianic prophecies.


B.
Ezra leads a law reform.



1. 
Ezra was a Jewish priest who held a high position in Persia.  What did he proceed to 



do when he came on the Jerusalem scene?  (Neh 8:2-3; 8:9,15)



2.
Convinced that Israel’s exile was caused by her failure to be a separated people, what 



did Ezra call these people to do?  (Ezra 9:1-2; 10:2-5, 44)
CONCLUSION

Concerned that Judah’s exile was caused by her failure to be a separated people, Ezra called for a “law community” with strictest adherence to God’s law.  The law became the “pathology” of Judaism – every law needed definition so that men would know how to act in every situation.  The law became an end in itself, and not a means to an end – to show the need of grace and forgiveness.
If God’s plan of redemption ended with the restoration effort, it would have been a dismal disappointment; the promises of God, the prophecies, the hopes of God’s people being only wishful dreams.  But – praise God – one hope remained:  The coming of the Messiah!
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